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t t t  11 
21 CDHISSIOYER Ae€BERwITHY: IV I S  
31 Kathleen m m t h y .  I'D the FCC coIIis5imeT. 
41 I uant t o  r l c m  e v e r W  to taday'r en banc 
51 &re w are wirq t o  ims on porsible 
61 reform t o  thc univerwl service wppwt 

~ I )  pchmim for hi*-mst rura l  areas. 
: I )  AS a11 o i  YI rrcopnize. universal 
I 9) S e r Y i C C  i s  mE O f  thc c o n r n t m r  Of thc 
(101 Federal COIIuIicdtions policy. .2d Cmoress 
ill1 did nk i t  a tcQ pr io r i t y  i n  the 19% kt. 
1121 So. i t ' s  vita1 ior u5 to mure  that the 
(131 p m r m . r m i m  sustainable ovcp the l o n ~  
1111 hdul. tlut it oprates i a i r l y  am eff ic ient ly.  
(is1 and thrt ye ape Iddressiq p r o b l a  befwe 
1161 they ~EUR c r i t i ca l .  So. r(ut we're lmt iw 
117) a t  tDdly i s  hx do yau calculate a d  w i v e  
(101 hi*.cmt universal Icyvice support. 
1191 tad tlu rint p r n 1  w i l l  Iddnrs tlu 
(201 q e i t i m  of -her hi5hh-cmt slppolt for 
011 mral carriers should CmtiRD to De MSed on 
(221 ms&icd cmts. should be trmitiaad t o  
(23) imnr4.lmtirq costs as under thc m-NraI 
1241 slpport mdunio. or am then other 
(SI a l t e m t i m  available. 
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( 21 several t ines i n  the part that a 
1 31 fonard- lcat iq  cost mthOdJ1ogY was an 
1 1 1  wtiml Choice. but refrained frm 
I 51 inplmnting svdr an awmch based an 
1 6 1  cmems abaut the re l i ab i l i t y  Of the Cost 
111 &Is that y w  vxl ld Rwe for rural arePs. 
1 81 Ard I k m  mnv o f  those (Nesticmr r m l n .  A t  

I think the C m i s s i M  c o n c l u ~  

I 91 the Joint hi m. ye a& revlslt lno this 
1101 f-tal gwstion. and I ' m  sure that our 
111) pne l l s t s  w i l l  give us a l o t  of insight in to  
1121 the s t w t h s  am u3kneSses Of the cW2t ing 
1131 pMposa1s. Mat ye've fwnd i s  that these en 
(111 bdnc hearifqs provide a uniqw oFportunity for 
1151 us t o  hear fm a l l  parties r ide by side and 
1161 tlm of amress nmny of the qUestlms that 
117) CCME Up. 
1101 
1191 amress the definit ion of  rural carrier. Sne 
rmi have a r m  Wt holdlna colpsnies that om 
1211 and Dperate rural t e l q h a e  cwanles i n  
1221 different parts o f  the United States shauld be 
1231 required t o  aggrwate those Operations in to  a 
I W  single study area for curpores of ca l cu la t i q  
(ai unlversal service sucpom. Ard essentially 
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